THE   SILVER   AND   SHEFFIELD
PLATE  COLLECTOR
INTRODUCTORY
APKW years ago a well-known writer on
church bolls sought to justify a new book
by announcing that IC there hardly existed
an adequate manual " on the subject. To prove that
contention he prefaced his volume with a bibliography
which comprised no fewer than two hundred and
sixty-four titles 1 This addition to " The Collectors
Series** in due to a somewhat similar view about
domestic metal work, yet the bibliographical section,
included herein, discloses the fact that a considerable
literature lias been gathered round the subject of Old
Silver since the beginning of the present century, A
shorter list of titles testifies to the fact that what has
come to be known as Old Sheffield Plate has not been
neglected by those who find a theme for their pens in
old things.
A little closer study of the books, to which we
have referred, will show that no previous writer has
thought it worth while to survey the field solely from
the standpoint of domestic requirements, The approach